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to serve their turn that the next winter will leave
out of danger of the seas in it. Yet if it be but
kept till winter then upon some storm it may be
left most under water and lying all winter under
water it will cost them two or three years' travail
before they recover it. Besides some harm It will
do of many things, that the enemy hath yet free,
will be drowned, likewise if the winter weather
were come so as the great charge and their poverty
will make some stop to it.
Besides this, your honour is acquainted with the
troubles of France [trobbelles of franes] what
danger it might be if the Prince of Parma [preynes
of parma] had this country clear and no landing
place [no landinge plase] for Her Majesty's forces,
he may be the bolder to assist those of the League-
But as long as Her Majesty or the States hath this
town [Ostende] he will be loath to put any great
forces into France for fear Her Majesty shall put
any forces aland there to dispossess him of all the
ports by the seas and as Bruges and Sluys [briges
and slewse] Nieuport and Dunkirk, which were
more danger to them than they can get benefit in
France.
For of all evils now Her Majesty must take the
best and hold them to it from home, for she seeth
all their pretense is against her highness, whom
God hath and I hope will preserve against all her
enemies. There is a matter of small charge in re-
spect of that they mean towards her. This is a
shrewd block in their way, and keeps them from
sundry purposes, and keeps them In fear both by
sea and land more than every one conceives of it.
I see they take all opportunities by sword or
poison ( ?) and now seeing Her Majesty is so far